
Work from Home 
Page 2

Be Ambitious! 
Page 7

Executive Headteacher’s 
Welcome 
Page 12

Head of School 
Page 13

Safeguarding 
Page 15

Lower School 
Page 17

Upper School 
Page 18

Sixth Form 
Page 20

Mrs Geary writes: 
Page 21

Rewards: 
Page 23

Contents

Woldgate Winter 

Wonderland

www.woldgate.net Issue 231 February 2021 Page 1@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 231 February 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, character and value
Newsletter



A selection of the excellent work being 

completed at home by our pupils and students

Mrs Miller wanted 
to highlight some 
excellent creative 
writing from Ben 
Knight and Charlie 
Asquith who are both 
in Year 8.

Ben Knight writes:

I wandered through the autumn world, taking in all of the beautiful scenery that I could 

see, smell, hear and feel. I could see the shining light of the sun piercing through the 

trees like a dagger, almost blinding me. The trees seemed to follow me as their gaze 

stared down. Leaves fell from the sky gracefully, joining their friends on the bed of leaves 

beneath me. Above me, a roof of leaves and branches wove themselves together to 

protect me from the grey cloud that was looming over the verdant forest. 

The smell of the fresh, cool air flowing up my nostrils was somewhat relaxing, and the 

satisfying crunch whenever I took a step soothed me. A robin flew past my ear, singing 

merrily like it had no care in the world. Happy and content as can be, it perched itself 

on a nearby branch, its red belly blending in with the autumn leaves. Cool air whistled 

past my ear, carrying some leaves along with it. Everything was so calm and so peaceful; 

moss living with trees in harmony, squirrels scampering up trees to grab acorns and then 

scampering back down.

The river was as clear as glass and as cold as ice. Leaves littering its surface, helping ants 

cross as they ride the leaves. It was barely alive, as winter drew nearing and nearing, so did 

the rivers inevitable death but it would soon come alive again as spring rolled around the 

corner. I could see my own reflection in the clear, perfect water. Everything around had a 

purpose, so much do to and see in one day.

Charlie Asquith writes:

A beam of light had pierced the lush green canopy and shone its rays onto the mossy forest floor. Plants of all kinds, ferns, 

flowers and berry bushes, reached out to grasp the light. I reached out and plucked a berry from its bush; it tasted sweet 

juicy, the true taste of the wild. Many different trees stood firm and strong, protecting the forest from any danger which 

may lurk ahead; in the centre of the forest stood an old and wise oak tree which told many tales. I approached the old oak 

tree, its bark felt hard and rough from many years of being battered by the elements.

In the air, the strong smell of dampened moss stretched throughout the dense forest as if it were a cloud being blown by a 

calm breeze. The grass was a lively green carpet that coated the forest floor, the blades danced steadily in the wind. I could 

see a variety of animals roaming around in the distance, going about their daily business.

Cont. Over
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I excitedly walked forwards, the forest floor squelched under my feet. Birds eagerly flew high above my head singing their 

chorus, squirrels happily bounced from tree to tree: they were like children playing with each other in a school yard. If you 

listened carefully you could hear the steady flow of a river over the chirping of the birds.

Without my knowledge, I had been greeted with the company of a sole river which flourished with many plants and animals. 

The river was a sheet of velvet which gracefully weaved between the mossy rocks. I crouched beside the river and plunged 

my hand in the cold waters. I slowly stood up, wiping my hand on my trousers. The plants ran rabid around the river; vines 

crept down, ferns clung onto rock faces, trees peered out from the banks and flowers littered the green grass. 

After aimlessly walking for over an hour, I had stumbled into another part of the wood. This part was not as welcoming 

or bright. The trees were no longer the guardian of the forest that they had been prior, but instead they were barons of 

darkness and fear. Their bark was snarled and scratched, their branches bare and sharp. They looked like skeletal hands 

pointing me towards my demise. The leaves rustled behind me. I cautiously approached the disturbance, not knowing what 

may lay ahead. 

As I got closer, I saw the fragile outline of a small hedgehog. It was still, like a child frozen in terror.

After his work was on the front 
cover just two weeks ago, Mrs 
Atkinson has unearthed another 
Jensen De Vries Manga masterpiece.
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Mrs Geary loved this interview 
carried out by budding journalist, 
Owen Atkinson.

Owen, who is in Year 9 writes:

My Nana has been to the Globe Theatre in London six times  

and I decided to interview her about her experience.

1. What did you go to see?

 The first play I went to see was ‘Much Ado About 

Nothing’. I have also watched four other plays there as 

well including, ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ (twice), ‘As 

You Like It’, ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ and ‘Comedy of 

Errors’.

2. Were the seats comfy?

 They were not comfy, as they were wooden benches, 

but you could pay for pillows.

3. Why did you decide to go?

 I had seen it on television and thought it looked 

interesting. When I was in London I went on a tour 

around the building and thought it would be good to 

see a performance.

4. Which play was your favourite?

 My favourite was ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ because 

it was funny and easier to understand since I knew the 

story beforehand.

5. Did it feel realistic?

 It was realistic and it really felt like you were in the 

Elizabethan times.

Photos taken Pre-COVID

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 231 February 2021 Page 4@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 231 February 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Miss Jenkins writes: 

Year 8 French pupils have been talking all about holidays this term, and Isabel Jones has made some 
outstanding notes about bad holiday experiences. Her piece of writing utilises lots of juicy past 
tense phrases and sequencing words. Isabel always presents her work so neatly and really focuses 
on each task.
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Finally, Mrs Atkinson wanted to highlight some superb Sixth Form work from Ffion Jones 
on Dynamic Equilibria and applying Le Chatelier’s Principle.
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JOIN US
As Head of Sixth Form it is incredibly important to me that during the two years you are studying your 

A level or BTEC qualifications you have the opportunity to not only gain some excellent qualifications, 

but also that you have a fantastic experience, and that through this when you leave here at the end of 

Year 13, you leave ready to accomplish your ambitions.

When it comes to applications to universities or apprenticeships, our students are supported by staff 

through every step of the process, from beginning to research courses and universities, to writing their 

personal statements, to preparing for interviews and securing accommodation and student finance. We 

work with top level universities such as Russell Group universities and Oxbridge to stay on top of the 

latest developments in university admissions. We have a programme of guest speakers which begins in 

June of Year 12 and runs throughout the autumn term, including Oxbridge admissions tutors, guidance 

on writing personal statements and support with interviews and student finance.

We have built up relationships with prestigious and competitive universities and have an excellent 

understanding of what these universities are looking for in a Personal Statement along with a superb 

set of experienced Sixth Form tutors who will guide students in achieving the standard of personal 

statements that these universities are looking for.

For our students who choose not to go to university, we also provide personalised guidance, advice and 

support. We provide in-depth information about the different types of apprenticeships available post-18, 

and will support students in researching and applying for apprenticeships. We will also guide students 

to reputable employers who offer on-the-job training prospects. We have excellent relationships with 

a number of local companies and organisations, and regularly invite representatives from business and 

industry in to school to speak to our students.

Whatever your goals, we will help you to be ambitious.
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APPLY HERE

Sixth Form Prospectus - Click Here

To apply for a place, complete our initial 
application form which can be found here:

A place to

ENJOY 
LEARNING

Issue 231 February 2021 Page 8@EYSixthForm eysixthform
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Classical Civilisation is an amazing subject 
to study. In 20,000 years, we will be 
thought of as merely living just at the end 
of the Roman Empire. Through a better 
knowledge of the ancient world, a world 
that lasted far longer than ours, we will 
know ourselves better. You’re born, you 
live and you will die within a space of, at 
most, 120 years. Why wouldn’t you want 
to know the totality of human experience? 
The study of the ancient world gives 
us that totality and is a mirror to better 
understand the world we currently live in.

WHAT WILL I STUDY & LEARN?

Students will study Homer’s Iliad or Odyssey and 

Virgil’s Aeneid, the first Roman Emperor Augustus, 

and the politics of the later Roman Republic. History, 

art, architecture, literature, politics interweave in this 

fascinating course. It is a master-class in statecraft 

and governance, looking at what holds societies and 

cultures together, and what happens when they fall 

apart. This course investigates some of the most 

famous events in the whole of human history.

Classical Civilisation is a well-respected course, 

relevant to careers in law, journalism, teaching, the 

police, archaeology, and any subject based around 

the humanities, societies and communication. More 

than this, Classical Civilisation will help to open your 

eyes to the true scale of human existence.

Classical 
Civilisation
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Sociology is a rigorous academic subject 
that is also rooted in the real world. 
Sociology is the study of how society is 
organised and how we experience life. 
It has been taught in British universities 
since the very beginning of the twentieth 
century. Studying A Level Sociology 
enables you to develop critical thinking 
skills, to analyse and interpret the world 
around you.

WHAT WILL I STUDY & LEARN?

A Level Sociology offers students the opportunity to 

develop the essential knowledge and understanding 

of central aspects of sociological thought and 

methods. It is designed to encourage students to 

demonstrate the application of a range of skills and 

consider the integration of sociological themes.

Students will learn about families and households, 

education and health, the media and crime and 

deviance. The strengths and weaknesses of different 

research methods will be examined. Students will 

learn how to debate different points of view and 

analyse a wide range of sources.

Sociology
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Achieve your 
FULL 
POTENTIAL

@EYSixthForm

eysixthform

Contact info

To visit our new Sixth Form site, read the 

prospectus, and watch our Sixth Form and 

subject videos:

Enter the Sixth Portal via the school website 

www.woldgate.net

Or phone to speak to the Sixth Form Team 

07790 987009
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I would like to start by thanking our 
parents for your support during these 
difficult few months. We planned over the 
Christmas period for a smooth transition and 
start to the term, with our examination classes 
returning to school, followed by our other 
year groups – until the announcement on the 
Monday evening of the first week of school, 
by the Prime Minister, changed our plans 
dramatically leading to children and colleagues 
moving to remote learning overnight using the 
MyLearning platform. This platform has now 
become integral to us being able to provide 
home education. I am very conscious that 
overnight this change impacted not only on our 
school and colleagues, but especially on parents 
who had hoped for some degree of normality 
after the Christmas holidays.

I am very grateful to those parents who kindly sought to 

support the school, as over three thousand pupils and 

Sixth Form students accessed the partnerships MyLearning 

platform and my colleagues, both teaching and technical 

support, who worked hard to adapt to the rapid pace of 

change, rewriting what they had originally planned. For 

children and parents, we have worked over this half term to 

introduce the Wonder Lectures with the Royal Shakespeare 

Company, The Deep, The York Archaeological Trust, The 

University of York, the Jorvik Viking Centre and many more. 

In addition, parents will be aware of the introduction of 

the live tutorials for children, to aid them with their studies 

and provide that much needed contact with friends and 

classmates.

I know from supporting other schools, that provision 

has differed in the use of technology and schools like 

ourselves have worked hard to manage that transition – all 

have found advantages and disadvantages to the differing 

approaches, but fundamentally as we all know, education 

is best delivered in person within the classroom and school 

environment. It is, therefore, our hope that in also launching 

an asymptomatic Covid-19 test centre on site we can 

maintain, with the support of parents, our provision onsite 

once schools are allowed to reopen by government.

Over the next few weeks, prior to that reopening, 

parents will receive a letter asking if they wish their child 

to participate in Lateral Flow testing, as described last 

week. This process is optional. If you do give consent then 

please return the electronic form and we will contact you 

after half term with information on how you can book an 

appointment. Our intent, will be to test every child and 

member of staff prior to schools fully reopening. 

Finally, I would like to thank all parents for these last few 

weeks and especially to those who offered to help with our 

live Wonder lectures, to provide technical support or to help 

staff our testing centre. You have throughout this crisis for 

me and my colleagues provided great support – the kind 

word, gesture or the offer of your time itself – people who 

through their actions sought to make a positive difference 

for the benefit of our children, community or school. 

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton 
Executive Headteacher

Executive  
Headteacher’s Welcome
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As we complete our first 
half term of 2021 I would 
like to once again thank 
colleagues, parents, carers, 
pupils and students for their 
commitment and support 
to our home learning 
programme. I hope that half 
term will provide a chance to 
rest with family. 

While we are pleased that learning 

has continued – and the work 

colleagues have shared from children 

has been exceptional – we are keen 

to ensure that children do not lose 

contact with their peers and that 

we can continue to talk to them 

about their learning and wellbeing. 

As you will be aware, our Care and 

Achievement Coordinators have run 

weekly wellbeing seminars for all 

year groups. After the half term 
break, please note that a register 
will be taken for these sessions 
with the expectation that all 
children have this point of pastoral 
contact once each week. We do 

understand the restrictions that 

some families have with connecting 

to the technology and so if your 

child is not able to attend, please 

do contact your child’s Care and 

Achievement Coordinator directly.

In addition to this live session, you 

will be aware that our Heads of 

Department are running drop-in 

Woldgate Tutorials to supplement 

Home Learning to allow pupils and 

students to attend with questions 

they may have about their learning. 

I know that many of my colleagues 

have sent messages 

Key Dates

Autumn Term 2020

Wednesday 9 September 
– Friday 23 October

Monday 2 November 
– Friday 18 December

Spring Term 2021

Monday 4 January 
– Friday 12 February

Monday 22 February 
– Friday 26 March

Summer Term 2021

Monday 12 April 
– Friday 28 May

Bank Holiday 
Monday 3 May 
(schools closed 
on this date)

Monday 7 June 
– Friday 23 July.

Staff Training Days

Monday 7 September 2020

Tuesday 8 September 2020

Monday 12 April 2021

Monday 26 July 2021

Head 
of School

Cont. Over
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to pupils and students to invite them to these sessions 

and that some have booked times for them to attend for 

intervention. Again, if your child is unable to attend these 

sessions, please do make the school aware as colleagues will 

then be able to invite other children to that session instead. 

Where children have not been able to access home learning, 

we have been pleased to offer support, either by providing 

equipment, offering support with study skills, or – if barriers 

still cannot be overcome - by welcoming them into school. 

This week we have also been delighted to send home 355 

bronze, 186 silver, and 114 gold House Stars. The gold star 

certificate winners will be displayed in the main hall. Badges 

for each of these prizes will be available for collection when 

children return to school. We also have 183 House Hero 

badges and certificates that we will be sending out shortly. 

Congratulations also to Rhys Firth in Year 7, Lily Staveley in 

Year 8, William Kennedy in Year 9, Mary-Jane Kelly in Year 

10, Isaac Williamson in Year 11, Matilda Moorse in Year 12, 

and Alice Cheney in Year 13 for winning the Head of School 

award this week.

All the very best to you and family,

Mr G Davies 
Head of School
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Working from home with a family
COVID-19 has changed a lot for families with 
children in the past few months. During this 
challenging time, parents and carers might be 
worried about balancing working from home 
with family life, from creating structure to 
coping with difficult feelings. 

If you’re working from home with children, it can be difficult 

to find balance and feel productive. Speak to your employer 

about flexibility and if it’s possible to work different hours. 

But remember, it’s important for you to not overstretch 

yourself and take care of your own mental wellbeing. Make 

sure you know about family friendly policies that can help 

spread the load.

Find a suitable place to work while being close to your 

children to supervise them. Having a set work space helps 

all the family to know you’re working. Take regular breaks 

to rest and relax. Whilst it’s important to have routine and 

structure, be prepared to adapt and be flexible to suit your 

family needs.

One of the biggest challenges can be supervising children 

appropriately. Some older children can be left on their own 

but younger children and babies cannot. When your children 

need you, take time off and return to your tasks later. Give 

yourself permission to take care of your family and don’t 

feel guilty for doing so.

Planning your family’s day

Home is very important right now for working, learning 

and spending time together. Be mindful of what you see on 

social media and remember that every family is different. 

If you’re struggling or finding things challenging for any 

reason, reach out for support and help.

Talk to your children about how they’d like their day to 

be structured and how that might work with your own 

responsibilities. Encourage your children to talk about their 

interests and passions and think of ways to incorporate 

these with learning. Reassure your child that all staff 

at Woldgate School are there for them, including their 

teachers and Care & Achievement Coordinator.

Keep in touch with friends and family

Technology can be a great way for children to keep in 

touch with friends and family and can help with feelings 

of isolation and anxiety. It can also help take 

Safeguarding at 

Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:

Cont. Over
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pressure off you as the main carer when 

you’re trying to work. You could:

• Schedule a reading hour where a 

family member or friend listens to or 

reads with your children

• Have younger children write or draw 

what they’ve done each day and 

share their weekly diary on a video 

call.

It’s important to talk to your children 

about keeping safe online and set up 

parental controls. You can find suitable 

social networks, apps and games for your 

children on www.net-aware.org.uk.

Supporting your child at home

If your child wants to talk about 

coronavirus, encourage them to. Try to 

keep information simple, factual and 

communicate in a way that your child will 

understand. It’s also important that all 

the adults in the child’s life use the same 

message - it’ll help build their confidence 

and reduce anxiety. Focus attention on 

positive stories about people working to 

keep everyone as safe as possible.

Actively listen to your child about 

what they’re feeling or thinking about 

coronavirus. Using phrases like “I can hear 

you sound a bit anxious about that” helps 

them know you’re listening and taking 

them seriously. Listening and praising 

them for sharing their worries can also 

help reduce anxiety.

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement
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As we reach the end of another half term, I would like to extend a 
really big thank you to parents and carers for your ongoing support 
in what continues to be uncertain circumstances. Embedding home 
learning routines and expectations is no easy task and I am so aware 
of the pressures that this must place on relationships at home. Our 
children continue to show great resilience and a real enthusiasm for 
learning and I again would like to share the top merit achievers this 
week who reflect exactly this:

A massive well done to all of you - 

your efforts do not go unrecognised!

As we reach a week of rest, we have been using our virtual 

form time sessions as an opportunity to encourage pupils, 

not to see this as an opportunity to ‘catch up’ on missed 

work but a vital chance to re-charge and refocus. 

With Year 7 Mrs Clark has shared invaluable mindfulness techniques and ways to ease anxious minds. Please do encourage 

your child to message Mrs Clark on ClassCharts if they would like a link to these resources. 

With Year 8, Miss Parkin has inspired pupils to be present and to focus on the 

wealth of amazing things each and every one of us has, rather than being 

preoccupied with what we lack or comparing ourselves with others. Again, if pupils 

would like a copy of these resources, please do get them to get in touch with Miss 

Parkin. 

In my assembly this week I also focused on the very relevant issue of maintaining 

strong mental health and being aware of our mind’s needs as well as our body’s. 

The links to all my weekly assemblies can be found on ClassCharts.

I wish you all a safe and happy half term, with a chance to recharge our batteries.

Ms Minton 
Head of Lower School

Ms Minton 
writes:

Year 7
Grace Lee

George Taylor

Seth Watson

Harry Bishop

Libby Sloman

Year 8
Lily Staveley

Thomas Durkin

Isabel Jones

Lewis Smith

Reian Hall
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Cont. Over

Below are pieces of writing sent in by two of our Year 10 pupils. They explain how 
they have been keeping busy – after completing all their school work - during this 
lockdown.

Mrs Atkinson writes:

My pets keep me going in these difficult 

times writes Charlie Nixon in Year 10.

I have a lot of pets. We have two cats, two dogs, six ferrets, 

several chickens, a few fish, and a rabbit. It is a bit hard to 

take care of them all, but we manage. They do give us a lot 

of company during these trying times and help our mental 

health, which is very handy nowadays. 

Our dogs are lovely. One of them is a brown Cocker Spaniel 

called Coco and another is a Border Collie crossed with a 

Golden Retriever called Kyra. Coco is very energetic, which 

is common among spaniels. Kyra is a bit calmer and not as 

destructive as Coco.

Our cats are both very lazy, but always enjoy some fuss and 

our form meetings! They also like to curl up on our knees 

and fall asleep. One of them is called Tomsk and the other 

is called Bungo. Tomsk is a little overweight, and Bungo is 

rather skinny, as he likes to chew plastic (one more reason 

why we need to get rid of plastic!). They are about 14 in 

human years and about 72 in cat years.

Our six ferrets include four boys, called Hobs in the ferret 

communities, and two girls, called Jills. Two of our Hobs 

have European Polecat markings, and they are called Boris 

and Oz. Eric and Ernie are White Angoras with very long 

hair! Our Jill, Tilly, has Euro Polecat markings and Holly, is an 

albino.

They all help with keeping us company. We take the dogs 

out regularly and the cats enjoy sitting on our knees and 

sleeping. We get the ferrets out, as well, just so they can 

have a bit of exercise. I film them almost every time we 

get them out. They help our mental health as they are very 

cute, but the wounds they’ve caused aren’t! I have a few 

scars where they’ve bitten me, one on my left hand and 

one on my left arm. Our ferrets are an endless source of 

amusement as they play-fight with each other a lot! 

So, that is how our pets have always helped us, and they 

keep us going, during this pandemic! It’s costly to care for 

them, but they also give back to us in the form of their 

endless company and shenanigans!
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Dreams of flying high: 
Bradley in Year 10 
aspires to become a 
pilot.

During current times, my free time 

has significantly increased, and 

I am an aviation enthusiast. This 

means that flight simulation has 

taken up most of that time. This 

involves highly realistic procedures 

and other factors like air traffic 

control, are brought to life. 

Ever since I was 7, I have known 

that I wanted a career in aviation, 

and my dream is to be a pilot at a 

major airline. To start the process, I 

will soon be starting flight lessons 

so that I have some practical 

knowledge before taking my other 

courses when I turn 18. 

This period has increased my love 

for aviation, and it has given me 

time to read through manuals 

to make my simulations more 

realistic. Furthermore, it has given 

me more time in the simulator, to 

get more practice and knowledge 

of how everything works. I look 

forward to actually starting my 

flight lessons so that the important 

things, like communication with air 

traffic control can become more 

realistic, as you can never get 

that real feeling of flight from a 

simulator!
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Mrs Lawson writes:

As we reach the end of this half term, I hope that you will all find time to rest, relax 
and reconnect as a family during the break. This week my assembly is all about 

mental health. 

You may be aware that last week was Children’s Mental Health week, and this year the theme was all about expressing yourself. 

We know that finding healthy ways to express ourselves creatively is one way of looking after our mental health. When we are 

able to find creative, enjoyable ways to share our thoughts, feelings and ideas, this can make us feel good and help our mental 

health, especially through challenging times. Being creative and expressing yourself can help you to relax and de-stress. This 

can generate “feel-good” endorphins which can lift your mood, help you feel empowered, and create a sense of identity and 

achievement. Creative self-expression can also help to boost your self-esteem, connect with others, and give you purpose 

and meaning. Self-expression is about communicating your individuality. This can be through words, clothing and hairstyle, 

or through art forms such as writing, drawing, music, drama and dance. Self-expression is a great way to relieve yourself of 

stress and free your mind. Self-expression can help you to reflect on your life, actions, decisions, relationships, beliefs, and 

thoughts — rather than keep them buried deep down. This is not about producing great art or performances. This is about 

helping people to connect with their true selves and to others. 

I would like to challenge our Sixth Form students and families this half term to spend some time, whether it’s 2 minutes or 2 

hours, being creative. Mediums and art forms you may consider include: simple craft making, sculpture, junk modelling, mask 

making, murals, weaving, painting, photography, film, digital art, dance, drama, mime, poetry and literature, music, singing, 

gardening and cooking. But there are lots more to choose from. Here is a 2-minute origami challenge to get you started: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Uiz7fw7JK8.

I would love to see some photos of your creative endeavours. Please send them in to either Year13@woldgate.net or  

Year12@woldgate.net 

“You can’t use up creativity.  
The more you use, the more you have.” 

M a y a  A n g e l o uMrs Lawson 

Head of Sixth Form
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Mrs Geary writes:

Being asked to make a speech 
can be a difficult experience 

for some people. Often as 
wedding guests, we breathe a collective sigh of 
relief once the speeches have gone smoothly. 
So, imagine making a speech which will be 
televised around the world and knowing that 
billions of people are hanging on to your every 
word. Now imagine how much harder that 
would be if you had a stammer. 

As part of their GCSE English exam, pupils are asked to 

make a speech to their class about something which they 

enjoy or feel strongly about. For most, it can be a challenge: 

speaking with clarity and passion in a way which engages 

others is difficult, we know, teachers do it every day, but for 

some it can be a debilitating experience. 

With her Enrichment group, Mrs Shearing has been watching 

an excerpt from Educating Yorkshire, first shown in 2013. It 

features a teenage boy, Musharaf Asghar known as Mushy 

who was in Year 11 at the time of filming. He was preparing 

for his Spoken Language task and his severe stammer made 

it difficult for him to communicate with his teachers and 

fellow students. Helped by a teacher, he has now become a 

key note speaker raising awareness of speech impediments 

and stammers.

Imagine if you were the newly elected President of The 

United States and making your inaugural speech to the 

world? Joe Biden has struggled with a stammer or stutter 

all his life and has worked hard to overcome the barriers 

it has presented in his high-profile life through the 

encouragement of his family and teachers.

As a child, President Biden worked on relieving his 

stuttering by reciting poetry in front of the mirror while 

monitoring his facial reactions. Overcoming the disability 

and the outcast status it gave him made him that much 

stronger and more empathetic later in life, he noted.

“Time and time again, my parents taught me that being 

different is no barrier to success,” Biden said. “And the 

measure of a man isn’t how often he is knocked down but 

how quickly he gets up.”

According to the Equality Act 2010, stammering can be 

classified as a disability as it can have a “substantial adverse 

effect on an individual’s ability to carry out normal day-to-

day activities”

Cont. Over
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Abed Ahmed is an award-winning Maths 

teacher, who struggled to speak fluently 

from the age of 4 years old. He offers the 

following advice to those who aim to support 

pupils with a stammer:

• Most importantly, treat a pupil with a 

stammer the same way you treat pupils 

who do not. No one likes to be treated 

differently and young people know when 

you are doing it.

• Never rush pupils to finish their 

sentences. Be patient and listen. Do not 

finish off their sentences; no one would 

like that.

• The more anxious the child feels, the 

more likely they’ll be to stammer. It can 

be tempting to say things like “spit it 

out”, but that’s the worst thing you can 

say. Rather, give them the time to say 

what they want to say.

• Don’t tell a child who stammers to 

breathe slowly or to take their time – 

they know that themselves. However, you 

can reassure them that you are there to 

listen.

• To make classroom practice inclusive, 

think of an alternative way to make 

answering the register easier. 

• If doing a reading aloud activity, consider 

getting pupils to work in groups or to 

read in pairs.

• Praise all pupils when they’ve 

done something well and worth 

acknowledging. Confidence is key for 

pupils who stammer.

Mrs S Geary 
Head of Inclusion
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character 

and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are 

recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these 

core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life, 

and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 146,761

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

29,920VALUE 7,583

CHARACTER 14,093

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to 

each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

37,093 36,524

38,369

41,26640,769
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Henry Hindwell

Year 8:  Aimee Robinson

Year 9:  Matthew Bakes

Year 10: Samuel Lane

Year 11: Sophie Bruen

Year 12: Jenny Courtney

Year 13: Millie Hennessy

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7:  Harry Bishop

Year 8:  Edward Greenaway

Year 9:  Caleb Wilson

Year 10: Henry Foggin

Year 11: Cara Durkin

Year 12: Jasmine Reading

Year 13: Thomas Wiggins

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Euan Frith

Year 8:  Rebecca Horsley

Year 9:  Lee Haunch

Year 10: Chris Young

Year 11: Isaac Williamson

Year 12: Aimee Harper

Year 13: Lydia Adrian

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look at 

your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of these 

values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement 
Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs S Clark

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10
Miss S Black

07790 987142

sblack@woldgate.net

Year 8
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs C Wright

07790 987007

cwright@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs R Bourne

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net
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